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. NAME

The name of the Society shall be tAaistralian Society of Sexuality Educators,

Researchers and Therapists National Inchereinafter referred to as “ASSERT

National”.
2. OBJECTS
21 The primary objectives of ASSERT National ar e

2.1.1 To promote professional development and diucan the area of human
sexuality.

2.1.2 To recognise and accredit professionals wgrkor otherwise contributing to the
area of sexuality as ASSERT National members inayrmaore of the categories of
therapist, educator and researcher.

2.1.3 The maintenance of professional standardstuck.

2.2.  Thesecondary objectives of ASSERT National are:

2.2.1 To advance the scientific study of all aspefthuman sexuality.

2.2.2 To promote both nationally and internationdie exchange of ideas, information

and resources about human sexuality.

2.2.3 To arrange, provide for or to participatecmnferences, seminars, workshops,

public meetings, professional meetings, lecturescdasses on human sexuality.

2.2.4 To arrange, provide for, or to participateproviding for, scientific research in

sexology.

2.2.5 To initiate and or support the publicatidrpmfessional and educational material

on human sexuality.

2.2.6 To promote community knowledge and accegtafidiuman sexual behaviour and

attitudes.
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2.2.7 To promote and or provide information onviess available in the area of

sexuality.

2.2.8 To promote the concept of equality and ttet of the individual to make choices

about his/her own sexuality without infringing thights of others.
2.2.9 To promote philosophical and political debiatthe area of human sexuality.
2.2.10 To be active in promoting legislative chesygshere appropriate.
2.2.11 To initiate or sponsor any other activitiMsch relate to the objects of the Society.

2.2.12 To work with State and Federal Governmemtd other key organisations to

accredit quality training in sexology.

2.2.13 To develop strategies for National regigtraof the specialist titles ‘sexuality

therapist’, ‘sexuality educator’ and ‘sexuality eascher’.

2.2.14 To support and promote the membership ef/agit regional organisations which

specialise in the field of sexology.

2.2.15 To add or modify the list of specialisteitlas may be appropriate from time to

time.

3. POWERS
ASSERT National shall have the following powers:

3.1 To do all things necessary, incidental or candy to the attainment of the objects of
ASSERT National.

3.2 To purchase, take on, lease or in exchange,onhiptherwise acquire and hold any real or
personal property including any rights and privileg

33 To sell, exchange, lease, let, mortgage, plddgs dispose of, turn to account or otherwise
deal with all or any part of the real and persqmaperty of ASSERT National.

3.4 To buy, sell, supply and deal in goods of aitlk.
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To conduct appeals for funds and to accepttamsawhether of real or personal estate and

To appoint, employ and in its discretion paficefs, agents and servants and to dismiss and

To recognise, affiliate or collaborate with @asgsociation or body the objects of which are

To make a charge or charges for any servigglisa by ASSERT National.

To maintain insurance against loss, damagénjary or other insurance considered

expedient as deemed necessary by ASSERT Nationatito

To erect buildings and to renovate, repa@omstruct, alter, improve, add to and demolish

any buildings or structures now or hereafter vestediSSERT National.

The income, property and funds of ASSERT Natiorsllisbe used and applied solely
towards the promotion of the objects of ASSERT dt&i and no part thereof shall be paid
or transferred directly or indirectly by way or d@iend, bonus or otherwise by way of
pecuniary profit to the members, provided that mgtishall prevent the remuneration made
in good faith to any officer or employee or servahASSERT National or to any person

other than a member in return for services renderd&SSERT National.

35
devises and bequests.
3.6 To borrow and raise money.
3.7 To invest funds not immediately required.
3.8
suspend the same.
3.9
in accord with those of ASSERT National.
3.10
3.11
3.12 To hold and administer property on trust.
3.13
4. INCOME AND PROPERTY
5. STRUCTURE & OPERATION
5.1

ASSERT National's operational structure is basa the coalition of affiliated State
organizations, hereinafter known as “State BranableASSERT National”, or simply
“State Branches” that constitute the ASSERT Nafi@wuncil.
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The management and operation of ASSERT Natisnghrough the ASSERT National

The ASSERT National Council consists of tworespntatives from each State Branch who

Only professional members, who must be acaediy the ASSERT National Council may
be members of ASSERT National. Professional membagt belong to a State or
Territory affiliated organisation. Where there @ affiliated organisation ASSERT
National may accredit professional members.

Only ASSERT National has the power to recogais# affiliate state organisations.

Affiliated state organisations must be incogted with the State Department of Fair
Trading or equivalent, in their state, and enspr@priate insurance.

State organisations must submit to ASSERT Natiannual lists (with contact details) of
all members, their insurance details and theirgmates, annual activity and financial
reports, and incorporation details.

State organisations may have other membersld@garies at the State level however, these
will not be recognised as providing any form of niemship rights of ASSERT National.

Only ASSERT National professional members ng the positions of president and
vice-president on the executive committees of sigganisations.

Each state branch agrees to abide by the ASSER®nal Code of Ethics.

No alterations or additions may be made toABBERT National Code of Ethics except

ASSERT National shall consist of the following thr) categories of membership:

5.2
Council
5.3
are professional members.
5.4
55
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9
6. CODE OF ETHICS
6.1
6.2
through AGM or SGM.
7. MEMBERSHIP
7.1 State Branch M ember ship

This membership has full voting rights within ASSERational.

CONSTITUTION of the ASSERT National Page 6 of 17



711

7.1.2

7.1.3

714

715

7.1.6

State Branch membership to ASSERT Natiorell bk by application from an
Australian State/Territory (hereinafter known asat8”) group representing similar
objects of ASSERT National in their ConstitutionSiatutes.

Only one (1) State organisation or territggr, Australian State, will be accepted to
the membership of the National Council and as &eBeanch of ASSERT

National.

Only organizations that are incorporated béllaccepted as State Branches of
ASSERT National.

The constitution of a State Branch will hapecific issues detailed regarding
membership, as required by ASSERT National. Thelbé&determined, and from
time to time altered, at an ASSERT National AGNB&GM.

Those organizations that apply for State 8manembership and are not
incorporated will have 90 days to do so after ggimvrial acceptance of their

application is made by ASSERT National.

Voting on behalf of a State Branch is from {&) nominated representatives from the
State Branch who represent the State on Nationah€llo These representatives are
nominated at the State organisation's AGM or SGMyam other decisions made by
the State Branch within the guides of their constin. These members must be
recognised by ASSERT National as meeting the reqénts of professional

membership.

7.2 Associate National Organisation Member ship

This membership is open to National Organisations agree with the objects and

philosophy of ASSERT National— this membership hasoting rights within ASSERT

National. This membership will be termed ‘Associ@ganisation Membership’.

7.3 Honorary Life Membersof ASSERT National

7.3.1

This membership has no voting rights with8SERT National.

CONSTITUTION of the ASSERT National Page 7 of 17



7.3.2 Life membership may be conferred by ASSERfiodal upon individuals who are

eminent persons who have made an outstanding lootibm to the work ASSERT

National or to the field of sexology.

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHI P

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

Any ASSERT National member may resign by givimgtice of resignation in
writing. Every resignation shall take effect immegely on receipt by the Secretary

of such notice.

If a state branch fails to pay due memberfgddp for 6 months after the date due, or
such a period as the National Council shall deteenfrom time to time, the

National Council may cancel such membership.

Expulsion of a state branch shall be by ballet SGM or the AGM. A resolution to
expel a state branch shall not be accepted orstisdwnless 14 days notice of such
resolution has previously been given to all NatioBauncil members and the
member who is the subject of the resolution. Thécaderein referred to shall be
deemed to mean notice in writing posted to thestegtd address of the state
branch noted above. A three-fourths majority of #oéing members present and
three-fourths of member organisations shall be irequo expel a state branch.
Where a state branch is expelled any professioeatimers of the state or territory

branch may remain accredited by ASSERT National.

Any state branch that has not paid memberg®ip &s provided in the Constitution
shall not be entitled to exercise any of the rightsl privileges of membership
bestowed by the Constitution until such fees arg jpait not-withstanding this

provision such branches shall remain bound by titieesl and obligations imposed

by the Constitution.

Any ASSERT National member who contravenesadijects, philosophy or Code
of Ethics of ASSERT National may be suspended udisicussion of their

membership status is heard.
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9. ACCREDITATION

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10

All accreditation is processed and maintained8SERT National

The National Accreditation sub-committee shadhsist of no less than one

Therapist, one Educator and one Researcher.

The initial ASSERT National accreditation cortte@ will consist of the president

of each state organisation.

Grandfather provision. At the time of this ditagion being approved, provisional
professional members are those state members whlisgad in appendix A, who

have been recommended by their state executive dtees

Each affiliated state may add to the list ipeqmix A for up to 3 months from

registration of this constitution.
ASSERT National is the final accrediting body.

All members proposed for professional categoteder appendix A will be
required to submit professional details and progos®entinuing education
schedules for 3 years, within 3 months of receidrgtter/email from the National
accreditation group. Otherwise, these membersneiid to apply for accreditation
as new members. The accrediting committee will mroend to an AGM or SGM

from time to time, the minimum requirements forfessional accreditation.

Continuing accreditation will be by submissimihcontinuing participation in the

accredited area of work and continuing education.

State organisations will be asked to verify thember's ongoing work and
continuing education with a letter of approval tlistto be submitted with the

member’s schedules every 3 years.

Accreditation shall be under 3 categories —erdpist, Educator &
Researcher. However, further categories may berrdeied by ASSERT
National at AGM or SGM as needs change
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ASSERT National shall hold an Annual General Magtince in each year on such day not
later than the 30day of October as shall be fixed by the Nationalixil.

The business of the Annual General M eeting shall be:

10.2.1 Confirmation of the minutes of the previdArmual General Meeting or Special

10.2.2 Reception, approval and adoption of theiteass report, the Treasurer’s report,

the Secretary’s report and affiliated State orgatiug’s reports.

10.2.3 Reception, approval and adoption of thetaddinancial statement for the past

year of ASSERT National and affiliated State orgations.
10.2.4 The setting of all fees for the following th®nth period.

10.2.5 Election of Executive members of Nationali@ml.

10.2.8 Other items lodged with the Secretary irtimgiseven (7) days prior to the AGM

10. GENERAL MEETINGS
10.1 Dateof AGM
10.2
General Meeting.
10.2.6 Appointment of auditors.
10.2.7 Matters on notice.
or SGM.
10.3.1 SGM

Other General Meetings to be known as Special GeMaetings may be held as and when
required by the President or the National Coungitlee written requisition of not less than
four members of National Council. In the event ohaeting being required by requisition
the National Council shall within seven days of theeipt of the requisition cause a notice

to be sent out convening the said Special Meeting.

CONSTITUTION of the ASSERT National Page 10 of 17



104

105

11.

Quorum

A quorum for a Special General Meeting and an Ah@eneral Meeting shall be at least
three (3) national members (from different statggkpsent in person or through

telecommunications.
Proxies

Any individual National Council member may vote pyoxy appointed in writing. The
form of proxy shall be in the usual or common foomin such other form as may be
approved from time to time by the National Counkit individual member other than the

Chairperson of the meeting may hold more than oorypvote for any General Meeting.

VOTING at AGM and SGM

111

11.2

113

114

115

11.6

Each member present in person shall be ehtdlene (1) vote at any meeting.

No member State Branch shall be eligible tte\at the Annual General Meeting or a
Special General Meeting unless such Branch shat lpaid the appropriate membership

fee for the current financial year.

At all meetings of ASSERT National all quessicshall be decided by a show of hands, or
verbal response, or by ballot at the discretiothefChairperson, or upon request of any two
members present. Upon the declaration of a badletlt a division of votes may be

demanded by any member present.

At all such meetings the Chairperson, in theneof there being an equality of votes, shall

also have a second or casting vote.

A simple majority of those present at the Nhepor voting by proxy shall be sufficient for
the passing of the resolution submitted to a Géndeting.

The President, or in his/her absence the Begrer in their absence some person elected

by the Meeting, shall be Chairperson.
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12. THE ASSERT NATIONAL COUNCIL AND THE EXECUTIVE

121  Structure and member ship

12.1.1 There shall be a National Council of Managrem(referred to as the National
Council) consisting of two (2) representatives freach affiliated State Branch.
These representatives will have been nominatedriting by their State Branch

organization.

12.1.2 There shall be an Executive of the Natiddauncil (hereinafter known as the

“Executive”), which shall consist of a Presiderdc&tary, and Treasurer.

12.1.2 The inaugural ASSERT (incorporated) NatioQauncil will be that of the
immediate past ASSERT (Company) National Councd aill continue till the
next AGM or SGM of the Society. The same memberdatfonal Council may be
voted into the Executive at this AGM.

122  Term of Office
12.2.1 The term of office for all National Counk®liembers shall be for two (2) years.

12.2.2 National Council Members will be eligibler felection for up to a maximum of

three (3) consecutive terms in the same Execuffieeo
12.3  Vacating Office
A National Council Member will vacate their position the National Council:
12.3.1 If he/she shall cease to be a member akfiresented State Branch.

12.3.2 If the State Branch they represent wishiter gheir representation to the National

Council.
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12.3.3 All vacating office bearers on the executieenmittee have a duty to provide the
incoming office bearers with all necessary papekwtr continue the efficient

professional running of the organisation.
124  TheNational Council Power sand Responsibilities

12.4.1 Subject to this Constitution, the Nationalu@cil shall be responsible for the
control and management of property, funds and ffedrs of ASSERT National
and shall act in all matters concerning ASSERT d¥ei in a manner calculated to

promote the best interests of ASSERT National.

12.4.2 The National Council shall be entitled te@reise all of the powers of ASSERT
National save that it shall not have the powera @eneral Meeting of ASSERT

National.

12.4.3 The National Councimay delegate specific aspects of its powers to sub-

committees consisting of members of ASSERT National

12.4.4 The National Council may delegate to onenore of its members its authority to
incur expenditure, to approve payments of accoomnts do other matters within its
power and authority, provided that no such delegathall be made unless the
National Council makes suitable arrangements fgonts to be made to it
concerning the exercise of such delegation atvaterof time to be nominated at
the time of the delegation. No such delegationlsfédct in any way the powers,
authority and responsibility of the National Couniai respect of the matters so

delegated.
125  Sub-committees

All sub-committees and delegation of powers to¢hasindividuals will be documented in

the minutes of ASSERT National and reviewed onragoang basis.
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126 Meetings

12.6.1 Meetings of the National Council shall b&dres where and when required by the
President or on the written requisition of not lekan four National Council

Members.

12.6.2 A minimum notice of one week will be givear &l meetings of National Council
and the date and time will always be scheduledutbtee majority of National

Council members.

12.6.3 A quorum for meetings of the National Colstiall be representation from a
minimum of three (3) member State Branches, petsomaesent or present

through telecommunications.

12.6.4 The President, or in his/her absence theetdeyg, or intheir absence some person

elected by the meeting shall preside at Meetinge@fNational Council.

12.6.5 Voting at meetings of the National Coundibls be personally and a simple
majority shall prevail provided that in the caseeqtiality in voting the Chairperson

of the meeting shall have a second casting vote.

12.6.6 A resolution in writing signed (or electrcally recorded) by at least one
representative of each State Braches for the tigiagbshall be as valid and
effectual as if it had been passed at a meetirtheoNational Council duly called
and constituted. Any such resolution shall be wtdé the next meeting of the

National Council to be ratified and recorded in thiautes of that Meeting.

13. FINANCE

131 Membership Fees

13.1.1 Membership fees shall be payable by memiasthe amount thereof shall be
determined by ASSERT National at an Annual Gendesting.

13.1.2 Membership fees shall be payable annualuel time as the National Council

shall decide.
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13.1.3 Membership fees may be levied on a diffe@ebasis as between different classes
of members, which classes are to be determined 8ERT National at an

Annual General Meeting.

13.1.4 Membership fees in individual cases mayoweted or waived at the discretion

of the National Council.

13.1.5 The financial year of the Society shall lunttherwise fixed by the National Council

be from the 1 day of July in one year to the'3@ay of June in the next.

13.1.6 Not withstanding the ability for National @wil to alter fees in line with
Constitutional power, for the first year of the amgorated Society the fees for State
Branch membership will be based on the memberdhipecState Branch as at 30
June in the previous year, and due on thauly. The initial fee will be $10.00 per
member (this applies to all State and Territory faership classifications except

Honorary membership).
13.2  Accounts

13.2.1 ASSERT National shall ensure that propearfaill records of ASSERT
National's affairs are kept and that audited anstelements made up from such

records are presented to the Annual General Me&tingdoption or otherwise.
13.2.2 Allfinancial transactions will be the resgibility of the Treasurer.

13.2.3 All debts to accounts of ASSERT National wé by cheque signed by two of the

National Council Members providing one is an ExasuMember.
13.2.4  All credits to ASSERT National will be reptsd.
14. AUDIT

Auditing needs shall follow the legal requiremeiatsincorporation with the Department of
Fair Trading or ASIC.

15. NOTICES
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151

15.2

153

16.

Not less than fourteen (14) days’ written cetf any Annual General Meeting and Special
General Meeting shall be forwarded to all memb&gch notices shall contain a short
summary of the business proposed to be transattedla meeting and in the event of such
business including alterations to the Constitutiom text of the proposed resolutions shall

be set out in full on the said notice.

The accidental failure to send a notice tp member, up to two members of National
Council, shall not invalidate a meeting unless ¢i@go members are representatives of the

same State.

A notice sent by post or electronic mail k& deemed to have been received when it
should in due course of post have been deliverdtigacurrent notified addresses of the

National Council member.

ALTERATIONSTO THE CONSTITUTION

16.1

16.2

17.

No alteration shall be made to the Constitutinless a resolution containing the proposed
alterations shall have been passed at an Annuatr@leMeeting or a Special General
Meeting of the Society by a three-fourths majorif those members present either

personally or by proxy and voting at such meeting.

The person proposing such resolution shhliniiua copy thereof in writing to the Secretary
or other officer of the Society and the Nationalu@cil shall then appoint a meeting of the

Society for some date not more than twenty-eig8} @ys after the date of such receipt.

INDEMNITY

Members of ASSERT National and the National Cousleéll be responsible only for the
consequences of their own personal wilful defaulneglect and not for the default or
neglect of any other person and shall be indenthtiig ASSERT National against all other
liability incurred by them in the course of theutigés as members of ASSERT National and

the National Council.
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18.

DISSOLUTION

18.1

18.2

ASSERT National may at any time be dissolvld the consent of a three-fourths majority

of the members present at a Special General Meetilhed for the purpose.

If, on the winding up of the Association, aonpperty of the Association remains after
satisfaction of the debts and liabilities of thesédsiation and the costs, charges and
expenses of that winding up, that property shalldisributed to another association
incorporated under the Act; which incorporated aisgimn or purposes, as the case requires
shall be determined by resolution of the membergnwhuthorising and directing the
National Council under Section 33 (3) of the Actpiepare a distribution plan for the

surplus property of the Association.

| hereby certify by signing below, and initiallingvery page, that this document is a true and

correct copy of the Constitution of the AustraliarBociety of Sexuality Educators

Researchers and Therapists National.

‘N

oy
/}?/'(/‘\f 45 (-f“\,(m.«n-«

ASSERT National Presider f Date: 3.7.2008

Dr Margaret Redelman
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