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ASSERT NATIONAL
Professional Member - Sexuality Educator

A sexuality educator is a person with the followmgglifications and characteristics.

The applicant must provide documentation to shommetency in each of the three
qualification areas listed below.

1. Professional qualification/s

A degree from a recognized University in Austraslisted in the Australian Qualifications
Framework, register of recognized institutionsfittvww.aqgf.edu.au/reqister.hjyror from
an international institution listed in the Natioifice of Overseas Skills Recognition
(NOOSR) register
(http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Individualfidant/NationalOfficeofOverseasSkKill
sRecognitionNOOSR. htn

It is important that the institution or univershgve a recognized code of ethics to which the
candidate is bound. The ethics statement shoudtbessible to the accreditation committee.

The candidate needs to have completed a minimu30 dburs of training in education and
teaching methodology specific to teaching sexua&idycation.

It is preferable that the degree is in an aredeaélth sexuality and sexual health. The degree
will involve a minimum of 60 hours (6 credit poiequivalent) of course content in sexuality
and sexual health related content.

The content should include at least 80% of thefeihg core areas:
» An overview of the discipline of sexology, reseaactu literature
» Sexual anatomy and physiology, and the sexual resgpoycle

» Developmental sexuality and sexual health acraséfdspan, from a psychosocial-
biological perspective

» Dynamics of interpersonal relationships

» Sexual pleasure, sexual function and dysfuncti@hfaators affecting it - biological
and psychosocial

» Gender-related issues including sexual orientadiach gender identities
» Socio-cultural and spiritual factors in sexual esdw@and behaviour

» Medical factors that may influence sexuality inchglillness, disability, drugs,
pregnancy, pregnancy termination, contraceptionfartdity

» Sexually transmitted infections and safer sex jrest

» Sexual rights and reproductive rights.



» Sexual abuse and laws related to sexuality/foresesiology
» Education and teaching methodology specific tottemrsexuality education.

2. ASSERT National Code of Ethics

The applicant will have read the ASSERT Nationati€of Ethics. By signing the
certification application form, the applicant agg¢e be bound by the ASSERT National
Code of Ethics.

3. Professional training documentation for sexuality education

At least 60 hours of supervised or collaborativpezience as a Sexuality Educator. This paid
or volunteer experience may have been obtained farior following the receipt of the
highest degree earned.

The following would be considered examples of ataigle supervised training:

» Tutor, lecturer or coordinator of a supervised @ag unit offered as part of a degree
program in sexology, sexual health, health pronrmptaalucation, social work or other
related degree program in a university. This teagimay be at undergraduate or
graduate level and will have been supervised ASBERT National accredited
Sexuality Educator or equivalent. Student teacpirggticum semesters, as part of a
sexology degree, or degree related to human séxualight and supervised by an
ASSERT National accredited sexuality educator anvedent may also be considered
supervised training.

» Collaborative professional teaching in the fielchafman sexuality and reproductive
health, such as Family Planning Education Teanisetsity teaching work in
sexuality, supervised high school teaching anaitrgj youth work, religious
institutions or related health or outreach agency.

» Collaborative professional teaching or developnoéiéaching programs in the field
of human sexuality and reproductive health in gfhakor private medical institution
such as a hospital, rehabilitation center or ngrimme.

4. Professional Member - Sexuality Educator - Special Circumstances

The accreditation committee of ASSERT National ggupes that there are many members
with extensive experience in sexuality education Whve not had the opportunity of a
formal qualification in the area. The committeel widnsider these applications individually
under this ‘special circumstances category'.

Special circumstances could include specializatiaane or limited areas of sexuality
education.

The ASSERT National Accreditation Committee wiNiewv the documentation of education
and work experience of the applicant.

International applicants must show evidence of\jant training and professional
experience.



Documentation:

The following documentation must be submitted ®ASSERT National Sexuality Educator
Accreditation Committee:

1. Completed formal application for ASSERT Nationak&ality Educator, signed and
dated

2. Official transcripts of program(s) in which degreeénd diploma(s) were earned.

3. Official documentation of 60 hours of educatiorthie designated core areas of
human sexuality. Documentation must include theslaponsors, faculty, and
content of the educational experience, signed tsest one supervisor/faculty
member, certificates of attendance, in-service f@umgor continuing education
certificates, or other credible evidence.

4. Official documentation of 30 hours sexuality teaheducation.

5. Official documentation of 60 hours of professiosapervision experience.
Documentation must include dates, length of teaghgaching context, names of
supervisors or collaborative educators, evidengaadtical academic supervision in
a teaching, human sexuality or related disciplichecational program, certificates,
letters of recommendation, specifically outliniegthing abilities and length of
supervised teaching experience, or other credibtieace. This documentation must
be separate from documentary evidence of educatongent received

5 Statement of philosophy of sexuality education.

6. A nomination signature from an ASSERT Nationek&lity Educator, supporting
the application

7. Copy of current professional insurance.

8. The processing fee of $50.00 AUD.

5. Member ship

Upon approval of the ASSERT National Sexuality Eatac Accreditation Committee, the
successful applicant will receive a certificateg@nognition of having met the ASSERT
National requirements for certification in the asdasexuality education. This certificate will
be subject to renewal every 3 years. MemberstfSSERT National must be maintained
on an annual basis to retain the ASSERT National&8#y Educator certification status. If
membership lapses, certification will also lapse.

6. Professional Member ship - Special Circumstances Category

For those applicants being considered under theci@p€ircumstances Category, the
ASSERT National Accreditation Committee will cleanhdicate where the applicant has met
the required criteria for Sexuality Educator. TABSERT National Committee will also
indicate where there are unmet criteria and madar cecommendations of how these can be
met within a practical time frame and with the soggdrom ASSERT National at the local,
state or national levels.



7. Maintaining professional standardsasa Sexuality Educator

Once accredited, the Sexuality Educator will esshbbngoing educational consultations or
collaborations ideally with an ASSERT National aghited Sexuality Educator or equivalent.
Such consultations may also be with a small peaugfocused on sexuality education topics
and/or methodology depending on the resourcesadlail Such consultations would be on a
bi-monthly basis or more frequently, as the neeskar

The purpose of such consultations is to providevaait specialist support to maintain a high
standard of knowledge, competencies and self-awaseiin the context and content of
sexuality education. The Sexuality Educator needseep informed of new developments in
sexuality education in generally, and specificallgheir area of expertise. Ethical issues and
standards need to be considered and maintained.

The professional member will also be expected toudwent participation in professional
activities such as workshops, conferences, semioaet least 10 hours per year.

The accredited Sexuality Educator will make a reabte effort to attend ASSERT National
conferences and meetings as well as their statnsed continuing education program.

Participation in the above processes with relevdotumentation ensures ongoing
membership of ASSERT National as a Sexuality Edircat



